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H. Nifenecker The hypothesis of late pair breaking also explains easily the existence of even-odd effects on the average total kinetic energies when considered as a function of Z [1] as well as the striking dependence of the average charge yields even-odd effects upon the charge itself observed in the fission of 229Th [1] .
In conclusion we have shown that the smallness of neutron even-odd effects at kinetic energies so high that only one pair might be broken implies a late pair breaking process, at least for those events.
The difference between the proton and neutron behaviour may be simply explained in terms of the larger probability for neutron pairs to be broken due to the neutron excess. Finally in the frame of a simple late pair breaking assumption we find a rather high probability of pair breaking of about 80 %.
